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Bhāgavata-śāstrī Program 2012 Application

    Before filling out this application, please read our prospectus and discuss with us any questions you have about the Bhāgavata-śāstrī program. The information you give us in this application will help us understand how suitable becoming a student in the program might be for your spiritual progress. Take special care in answering the essays questions in the last pages carefully; they are meant to gauge your attitudes and ability to express yourself.

   Tell us the following (leaving empty the blanks for whatever is not applicable):

    Your spiritual name:




 Initiating spiritual master(s):


    Legal name:





 Nationality:


    Place of birth:





 Birth date:

  Year of hari-nāma initiation:


           Year of brāhmaṇa initiation:

  Father’s name:





Father’s spiritual master:


  Mother’s name:





Mother’s spiritual master:


  Your current address:


  Phone number:





  E-mail:

  Previous three addresses:



  Who to contact in case of an emergency:

 
  Relationship to you:

  That person’s address:


   Phone number:





  E-mail:

   Your marital status

       (married never, formerly, currently):
         Spouse’s name:
  


   Number of children:


         Age of youngest and of oldest child:


   Your major health problems:



   Your education (above elementary grades):

                name of school                              level                  when attended          major subject


1. 


2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

      Your work experience (outside ISKCON, including military):

                     employer                                          work you did                                 when

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


      The services you’ve done in ISKCON:

                    where

            when

      what service
          under whom

1.


2.

      Whether you’ve been in India, where, and for how long:


                                                                                       Whether you currently consider yourself as 

       When you started chanting Hare Kṛṣṇa:                   belonging to ISKCON:


       Whether you’ve taken the Bhakti-śāstrī course, and when, and whether you’ve passed the

     Bhakti-śāstrī examination:


       How much of Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam you have read with Śrīla Prabhupāda’s purports. If you’ve

     read the entire Bhāgavatam, how many times:


       Whether you’ve studied Sanskrit grammar. If so, how much, and from what books:

       

       What books you have read in Sanskrit apart from grammar texts.


      Please answer the following essay questions thoughtfully, taking as much space as necessary. You can continue your answers on separate sheets. 

Essay 1: Tell us why you want to join the Bhāgavata-śāstrī program, and what service you envision it preparing you for:

       

Essay 2: There is no “correct” answer to this question. Your honest answer here will help us to ensure that you are situated properly in your service. Mentally go back in time to a time and place where you felt most satisfied and fulfilled in your work. This could be for an hour, a week, or any length of time. This could be in or out of ISKCON. The time should be one where you chose your own activity and did some work that brought you a sense of satisfaction. Take a moment to re-live that experience and then briefly describe it here:


Essay 3: Imagine that you have unlimited resources to do some service for Kṛṣṇa. You have money, qualified people to help you, and whatever physical and mental abilities you desire. Please describe the service that you would do.


Essay 4: Please quote, or give a reference for, one of your favorite sections from any of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books, and briefly explain what this section means to you.


Essay 5: Think about some time in the last year where you had a conflict with another person or persons, whether the person or person was a devotee or not. Without giving anyone’s real name, please briefly describe what happened.


                        Your signature:


               Date of application:            
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