Aravade Temple Opening Festival 1

ARAVADE FROM AFAR 
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FESTIVAL NEWS: KEEPING YOU UPDATED
(6 February 2009)

Introducing Aravade …

“The piercing crowing of an unruly rooster in the neighbourhood shatters the morning tranquility. Immediately, as if prearranged, another one replies 'cock a roo koooooooo', and then another, in unison just as one ends another rooster from few houses away will start crowing. Within minutes the atmosphere is filled with the crowing of roosters like an unorganised orchestra lead by an invisible music conductor.  Occasionally, in the distance you also hear shrill crowing from neighbouring villages. Its still dark and another couple of hours before sunrise. But these roosters are like modern alarm clocks, going off at the same time everyday, without fail, without any winding up or batteries. The first sweet bird call punctuates the morning air and soon the birds roosting in the nearby mango trees wake up and start chirping coaxing their mates to do the same. It is not long before the others roosting in trees join them. It’s not long before the whole village is filled with birdcalls. The human sound enters and you hear someone noisily clearing his throat, rattling of utensils as men and women get up to prepare for another day.  Mothers clean their grindstone to mill the wheat to make chapattis for breakfast.  The sun edges up over the distance horizon breaking across the sky, gently cajoled by the placid plains, spreading a soft pink light over the trees and huts.  The clear pale blue sky is wondrously clean and the crisp fresh air rejuvenates even the sick and the frail.” (Excerpt from forthcoming book God made the Land by Lokanath Swami Maharaja).   

The official opening of the temple in Aravade is set to turn the usually quiet bucolic village into a buzzing, spiritual wonderland, with thousands of cosmopolitan devotees from all over the world descending to engage in the festival, unarguably a first for this pastoral land.  

Aravade is a remote village, in the district of Sangli, which is about 450 km east of Mumbai (Bombay), with a population of around three thousand. Sangli enjoys a central and strategic location in Southern Maharashtra and is linked to most parts of Maharashtra by road and railways.

In ancient times, the region around Sangli was known as Kundal. This was the capital of the dynasty of Chalukyas, which ruled India. In the pre-independence period, Sangli was a princely state ruled by the royal family of the Patwardhans. In 1948, the Sangli state was merged into the Republic of India. The city of Sangli is a modern city with wide roads, major railway junctions, and all the modern facilities of any modern city.
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A bird’s eye view of the village

Small beginnings …..

In March 1996, two rooms characterized the temple which was constructed with brick and mud and covered by tin sheets.  The land was donated to Lokanath Swami by his brother.  In spite of the rudimentary facilities, about 25-30 devotees would attend evening arati with much diligence and enthusiasm. Harinama would be held every Saturday and then prasadam would be served to all devotees.

Driven by the instructions of Srila Prabhupada and his enduring enthusiasm for the rustic village life, Lokanath Swami has finally and brilliantly pulled together a temple design which is set to have a multiple spiritual impact on the Aravade community as well as the surrounding villages.  

Srila Prabhupada said to Lokanath Swami about the villagers “get them to chant Hare Krishna. Let them develop attraction for chanting. Let them find satisfaction in the self. Then, with just whatever few basic necessities are available in the village setting they will lead a happy life.”
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Lokanath Swami in final preparation for the festival

Preparing the field 

In preparation for the festival, Sahasranama das and Sravana Bhakti das were engaged in clearing 9 acres of ground to accommodate the festival structural requirements for several months.  Parts of the sugarcane field had to be cleared, roads restructured, the ground leveled, watered down and then rolled to prepare for the several pandals.  These include gift shops, a BBT booth, reception areas for both local and foreign devotees, residence for devotees (5 acres) and about 2 acres for the main pandal which is the venue for the main programme.  About 9 kilometers of cloth has been used to decorate the pandals - this is about the distance that separates Aravade from the next village of Tasgaon!

Arrival of Spiritual Masters

Subhag Swami, one of the first spiritual masters to arrive on 3 February was asked by Yasoda Dulala das to comment on his first impressions.  This is what he had to say:
Srila Prabhupada said “Utsava means no anxiety”.  Just see the faces of the devotees – there is no anxiety here.  This is Vaikuntha coming down.   
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Devotees receive Subhag Swami on his arrival at Aravade – 3/2/09
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“Very amazing reception ….but my ecstasy is yet to come” - Chandramauli Swami (05/02/09) 

Watch this space for views, news and daily updates of this spectacular festival… 

Your servant,

Radhaprema Devi Dasi

The new Aravade Temple








