Hare Krsna   !!!





Jay Srila Prabhupada !!!

Friendship Camp at ISKCON Noida by IYF Noida

After GuruPurnima Festival our Gurudev, HH Lokanath Swami Maharaj ji instructed us to organize a Friendship Camp where youths from Noida can stay together in the temple for some days to build co-operation, devotion and learn collectively more of devotional path. Following His instructions, IYF organized a Friendship Camp at ISKCON Noida on 18-19-20 May, 2007. In this camp, 16 youths from different walks of life, wholeheartedly participated.

We were really very fortunate that on the opening day of this Camp, HH LokaNath Swami Maharaj ji very kindly and compassionately inaugurated this big event. Though GuruMaharaj had to catch a flight at late night to support and push the movement of Srila Prabhupada and mission of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu to every village and City, But His Holiness very compassionately spared 45 minutes from his valuable time and addressed the youths of our camp and blessed each and every soul there.
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Friday, 18th May, 2007, more than 16 youths assembled in the temple hall at 6:30 pm and participated in Gaur Aartik and then a special class of blessings was given by HH Lokanath Swami Maharaj ji. Then all the youths relished Krsna Prasadam and went to Bed after collectively reading Krsna Book. 
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On Saturday, 19th May, 2007, all the camp participant youth devotees got up at 3:30 a.m. and after taking bath went for Mangla Aartik. Noida Temple Devotees very courteously requested the youths to sing all the aartis. Morning Aartis were performed by HG Senapati Bhakta Prabhuji, HG Bhagyawan Pr ji and so on. After Aartik, all the youths along with temple devotees sat for Morning Japa Session in the Krsna Jayanti Park. After japa, we played for half an hour Chain Game in which all the youths enjoyed a lot. All the youths along with loving temple devotees collectively danced and sung Guruvastakam. After Nice and delicious morning Prasadam there were various activities like “Seminar on importance of Purity”, Video session titled “Srila Prabhupada in Los Angles” and a Session on “Importane of reading Srila Prabhupada’s Books/Scriptures”. 

After various sessions, all the youths shared their feelings for Srila Prabhupada. They liked Srila Prabhupada’s compassion, love, care for everyone irrespective of age, gender, color and nationality. They very truly felt that Srila Prabhupada is giving respect to every soul and treating a part of Krsna. They liked SPP’s command on scriptures and love for all, specially kids.

In the evening we had our Weekly Youth Program. In this week, HG Buddimanta Prabhuji who has special love for Noida youths came to share his staunch devotion and tremendous knowledge on Bhagvad Gita and enlightened the youths with his vast realizations. After class and prasadam, we had Krsna Book Reading Session in which one of Noida youth devotees Bhakta Jalaj Prabhu read Krsna book for all of us.

On Sunday, 20th May, 2007, It was last day of our camp and a special day for all of us. Everyone wanted to take more from this day. So after Mangla Aartik which was lead very nicely and with full of devotion by our temple President HG Vraja Bhakti Vilas Prabhu ji, made everyone present there to dance to his fullest. After aartiks and collective japa session, Youths again assembled in the Krsna Jayanti Park in the temple to play Kabadi, one point of time, India’s national game. The zeal, co-operation, team work were such things, which anyone could have felt by watching their Kabadi matches.
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After GuruPuja and Prasadam, we agained started last seminar of this camp. This seminar was a Brain Storming Session in which all the youths were given a scenario where they have to run IYF Program professionally in a new City. They had to find our all the departments and the jobs thereof. The wits and zeal of our youths were very much visible in this sessions and then discussions thereof. 

After this hot and enjoying session, we went for Sri Sri Radha Parthasarthy Temple, New Delhi in 2 vans. In Temple, HG Mohan Rupa Prabhuji (Temple President and Youth Director) courteously welcomed all the Noida IYF Youths. We had very nice darshans, Kirtan led by HG Mohan Rupa Prabhuji. On request and arrangements of HG Vraja Bhakti Vilas Pr ji, all the youths were shown Vedic Expo Exhibition on Mahabharat, Ramayan and Srimad Bhagvatam free of charge. IYF Delhi youths were very much happy to welcome and they lovingly served Krsna Prasadam to the Noida Youths. Delhi Youths glorified Noida youths for their enthusiasm and devotion, a lot.
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We came back from Delhi Temple in the evening. By the mercy of Temple devotees, we got service of vegetable cutting for Sunday Love Feast. Youths alongwith temple devotees very relish cutting vegetables for Sri Sri Radha Govind dev Bhoga. In the evening, one of very energetic youth Siddartha Prabhu very nicely sung Gaur Aartik. All the devotees and guests were dancing for the pleasure of Sri Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu and Srila Prabhupada. Sunday lecture was given by Temple Vice President HG Vamsi Dhar Prabhu ji on South India Yatra. HG Vamsi Dhar Prji just came from South India Yatra which was lead by our GuruMaharaj HH LokaNath Swami Maharaj with hundred of devotees. HG narrated very nicely various pastimes of Lord Krsna and his staunch devotees.

At the end of the program, HG Vraja Bhakti Vilas Pr ji addressed the youths and appreciated their efforts to stay in this camp to learn true friendship, co-operation, team work etc. Some of our youths shared their realization of this camp. 

Main Points of their realizations from this camp were

· Became more disciplined, 

· Came more close to one-another, 

· Increased respect and love for SPP and his books 

· Some queries have been answered.

· Importance of co-operation, Friendship to be firm on devotional path.

· Request for more of Youth Camps at regular intervals

The camp was really very educative and entertaining, learning and very much successful to its purpose of building team work, friendship, co-operation, service attitude etc. This camp was successful for constructive support, co-operation of temple devotee under the dynamic leadership of Temple President HG Vraja Bhakti Vilas Pr ji and his team like HG Vamsi Dhar Pr, Sanatan Pr, Gaur Kishor Pr and Ramiya Krsna pr to name a few. Their full and whole heart support has made this camp a successful event and now we are more enthusiastic to organize such camp in near future. 

We need the blessings of all Vaisanvas, GuruMaharaj, Srila Prabhupada for our Krsna Consciousness journey and services.

Hari Bol !!!

Servantly Yours’

Sarveshvar Das

Co-ordinator IYF, Noida

