One Reason Why Not to Change the Design of the TVP 

I am writing in response to the article on Dandavats.com entitled “Nine Reasons to Change the Design of the TVP.” I will not answer the nine reasons point by point because Ambarisa Prabhu has already done that. Instead, I would like to give one reason that may ring a bell with devotees concerned about the topic. Please bear with me.

Imagine that Çréla Prabhupäda is again physically present and that he’s sitting in his room in Mäyäpura Dhäma receiving a report of the state of ISKCON today—a society which has some regional success stories, but which is globally sluggish (to be kind).

No doubt ISKCON’s indolence would be a source of concern for Çréla Prabhupäda; and his areas of concern would be many. Let’s name a few: 

For having failed our youth we are paying settlement fees of over $10,000,000; outside of India book distribution continues to wane; ISKCON’s leadership is struggling to retain its credibility after the regular falldown of GBC’s, gurus, and sannyäsés; other Gauòéya organizations have ended ISKCON’s monopoly on preaching Lord Caitanya’s message—preaching that is now anemic at best; daily harinäma parties are practically a thing of the past; ISKCON’s central resources are so meager that it cannot even finance a secretariat for the GBC; and, of course, after more than 30 years of planning (at a cost of $15,000,000) the Temple of Vedic Planetarium is still nowhere in sight.

Yet a bright spot looms over ISKCON’s questionable global performance: a team of devotees, under Ambarisa Prabhu’s guidance and sponsorship, has prepared plans for the TVP. Construction is scheduled to begin in two months. This “Capitol” version of the TVP can prove to be a landmark achievement for ISKCON, its members and leaders.

A delegation representing devotees who do not like the plan of the TVP has been sent to Çréla Prabhupäda with a request to delay construction for some years until the temple is again redesigned for the umpteenth time. Çréla Prabhupäda’s secretary has informed His Divine Grace of the delegation’s purpose.

Now here is my reason for not changing the design of the TVP.

In light of the above failures of ISKCON (most relevant of which is that construction of the TVP has been stalled for more than 30 years), and in light of the following facts:
· that Çréla Prabhupäda likes things to happen yesterday,
· that Çréla Prabhupäda earlier approved two different designs, 

· that the GBC body also approved two other designs (before this 5th “Capitol” design),
· that Ambarisa Prabhu is willing to fund the cost of the Capitol design but not another (in which case there is no TVP),
if—and I believe it to be a big if—Çréla Prabhupäda would be willing even to speak to the delegation, what would he say to their proposal? My conviction is that he would squash the proposal and encourage Ambarisa Prabhu’s team to get the job done as soon as possible.

In short, the one reason not to change the design of the TVP is that Çréla Prabhupäda wouldn’t. 

