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President Pranab Mukherjee here today inaugurated the Vedic Cultural Centre of ISKCON which 

is considered to be the largest temple in the city spread across two lakh square feet.

Lauding the efforts of International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), he called upon 

the vedic centre to dedicate itself to the cause of humanity by spreading the message of peace, 

harmony, love and compassion.

"Today I am told ISKCON movement runs 600 temples across the world. Everyday it provides 

food to 10 million children daily in India," Mukherjee said.

ISKCON has grown in a short span of time as a movement of high velocity, he said, adding "the 

movement promoting Krishna bhakti was a representative of the saying that nothing can 

prevent an idea whose time has come."

The vedic centre built in the six acre campus of ISKCON aims to be educational, cultural 

landmark of the city and offers daily classes 'Shrimad Bhagwatam' and 'Bhagwad Gita' for 

everyone.

The building houses a replica of Balaji Temple of Tirupati, meditation hall for about 2000 people, 

an upcoming fine dining restaurants offering vegetarian cuisines and a multi-media theatre.

The vedic centre will provide value-based training and education for children, courses in 

behavioural sciences for youth, activity-based learning for girls and stress-management courses 

for corporates and managers.



 

President calls on ISKCON to dedicate itself to the cause of humanity
ANI News, Feb 24, 3:39 pm

Pune,  Feb.24  (ANI):  President Pranab  Mukherjee inaugurated  the  Vedic  Cultural  Centre  of  the 

International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) here on Sunday.

Speaking on the occasion, Mukherjee deeply appreciated the contribution made by ISKCON and called 

upon  the  center  to  dedicate  itself  to  the  cause  of  humanity  by  spreading  the  message  of  peace, 

harmony, love and compassion. 

He described the progress and growth of ISKCON as a movement of high velocity and representative of 

the saying that nothing can prevent an idea whose time has come. 

He said that Indian culture has never spread through conquest or deprivation. Centuries ago the Indian 

saints called for happiness for everyone. 

Mukherjee said the founder of ISKCON, Swami Prabhupada, galvanized the whole world in short spam of 

time and established over 600 temples.

He also pointed out that ISKCON provides food to over ten million children everyday. 

He quoted Gandhiji and said, “If one man gains spiritually, the whole world gains with him” and called 

upon ISKCON to continue its commendable work of spreading the message of love and compassion. 

(ANI)
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Pune has history of patriotism: President Pranab Mukherjee
February 24, PUNE: President Pranab Mukherjee had a word of appreciation for Pune as he 
lauded the city's history of patriotism and sacrifice.  Mukherjee was here on Sunday to 
inaugurate the New Vedic Cultural Centre of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) at Katraj-Kondhwa Road. 

"Leaders such as Bal Gangadhar Tilak propounded the thesis of the birth right of every 
individual while freedom fighter Gopal Krishna Gokhale introduced political reforms. The great 
warrior Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj dreamt of unification of the country. That is the grace of 
Pune," said the President. "I have been to Pune several times before in various capacities. But 
this is my second visit as the President. I find Pune extremely attractive as it has a great history 
of patriotism and sacrifice." 

Mukherjee said that considering the historic achievements of the city, it was natural that 
ISKCON built a centre here. He exhorted the ISKCON to continue to serve the people with noble 
objectives through this new centre and dedicate itself to the cause of humanity by spreading 
the message of peace, harmony, love and compassion. 

The ISKCON centre, spread across six acres of land with two lakh square feet of built-up area, 
includes a Radha-Vrindavanchandra temple, a south Indian style Balaji temple, a huge multi-
purpose hall, the Ananndan hall, landscaped gardens, guest, recreation areas, several 
conference and training rooms. 

Mukherjee further said that India is the place of the oldest civilisation and its teachings and 
culture have never comparted the society. "The message of Indian civilisation is that of 
compassion, sacrifice and renunciation." 

Chairman of ISKCON India bureau Gopal Krishna Goswami said, "The focus of the centre is to 
inform and educate people about the glorious culture of India from the Vedic times, and to train 
them on how it can be applied to modern lives." 

Goswami added, "The centre will help people of all ages and backgrounds to come together and 
perform work in a regulated manner so that we build the foundations of a peaceful existence 
dedicated to achieving the highest goals of life." 

Among others present at the inauguration included governor of Maharashtra K 
Sankaranarayanan, state cooperation minister Harshwardhan Patil, city mayor Vaishali Bankar 
and actor Hema Malini. 
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Pranab stresses on spiritual, social initiatives 
for better life

February 24, Indian Express

Peace and harmony were the recurring themes as President Pranab Mukherjee addressed a 

crowd of quiet listeners at Katraj on Sunday. 

In the city to inaugurate a new spiritual and cultural complex built by the International Society 

for  Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON),  the President spoke of  how he hoped the new temple 

would add to Pune's great cultural heritage. 

While the President steered clear of speaking about the recent execution of Parliament attack 

convict Afzal Guru and Thursday's twin blasts in Hyderabad, he spoke at length about how the 

country,  and the world, needed happiness,  peace and harmony. He said spiritual  and social 

initiatives would help everyone towards a better life. 

The President also spoke of the need for unity and pointed out that Pune had played a large role 

in making the nation what it is today. "It  was in Pune that leaders like Bal  Gangadhar Tilak 

unified people from different castes and cultures, bringing them together in the Independence 

struggle," he said. "It was Shivaji Maharaj who had dreamt of a united India and fought to make 

that dream come true," he added. 

After a short speech and a tour of the complex, the President was whisked away by security 

personnel, while the temple's gates were opened to the public for the first time. 

Built  over a span of seven years,  with over Rs 40 crore, the temple at Katraj  is  the second 

ISKCON complex in the city,  the first being located in Camp. The 6-acre complex comprises 

temples of five deities and has been built using the customary red stone and marble. The main 

temple has been built in North Indian architectural style and houses several murals depicting 

tales of Krishna. The other temple in the complex has been built using kota stone, as a replica of 



the Balaji temple in Tirumala. The temple will henceforth be open to visitors everyday, between 

4.30 am and 1 pm, and between 4.40 pm and 9.30 pm. 

"I live in Katraj and have been visiting the ISKCON temple in Camp for a long time. Now I can 

visit the new temple," said Surabhi Patil, who was among the first few visitors to the complex.

President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the Vedic Cultural Centre of ISKCON 
at Pune 

Sunday, February 24, 2013 

Report by India Education bureau, Pune: President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the Vedic 
Cultural Centre of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) today (February 
24, 2013) at Pune.

Speaking on the occasion, the President deeply appreciated the contribution made by ISKCON 
and called upon the center to dedicate itself to the cause of humanity by spreading the message 
of peace, harmony, love and compassion. He described the progress and growth of ISKCON as a 
movement of high velocity and representative of the saying that nothing can prevent an idea 
whose time has come. He said that Indian culture has never spread through conquest or 
deprivation. Centuries ago the Indian saints called for happiness for everyone.



The President said the founder of ISKCON, Swami Prabhupada galvanized the whole world in 
short spam of time and established over 600 temples. He also pointed out that ISKCON provides 
food to over ten million children everyday. He quoted Gandhiji and said, "If one man gains 
spiritually, the whole world gains with him" and called upon ISKCON to continue its 
commendable work of spreading the message of love and compassion.



Evil social tendencies can harm India's culture: President
February 24, 2013, Business Standard

President Pranab Mukherjee today said "evil social tendencies" could harm India's culture.

"The values of love, harmony, peace and sacrifice signify strengths of India's culture," he said 

while inaugurating the Vedic Cultural Centre of the International Society for Krishna 

Consciousness (ISKCON) here.

Many "evil social tendencies" seen at present could harm these values which need to be 

nurtured, the President said, adding Indian culture has never spread through conquest or 

deprivation.

Modern nationalism may be new to India but it is the place of oldest civilisation of the world 

which promoted love and renunciation, he said.

"Indian culture, Indian civilisation, Indian teachings never compartmentalised man. It never 

promoted fragmentation and instead promoted peace and renunciation," Mukherjee said.

Lauding the efforts of ISKCON, he called upon the vedic centre to dedicate itself to the cause of 

humanity by spreading the message of peace, harmony, love and compassion.

"Today I am told ISKCON movement runs 600 temples across the world. Everyday it provides 

food to 10 million children daily in India," Mukherjee said.

ISKCON has grown in a short span of time as a movement of high velocity, he said, adding "the 

movement promoting Krishna bhakti was a representative of the saying that nothing can 

prevent an idea whose time has come."

The vedic centre built in the six acre campus of ISKCON aims to be educational, cultural 

landmark of the city and offers daily classes 'Shrimad Bhagwatam' and 'Bhagwad Gita' for 

everyone.

The building houses a replica of Balaji Temple of Tirupati, meditation hall for about 2000 people, 

an upcoming fine dining restaurants offering vegetarian cuisines and a multi-media theatre.

The vedic centre will provide value-based training and education for children, courses in 

behavioural sciences for youth, activity-based learning for girls and stress-management courses 

for corporates and managers.




